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The Rise, Rebellion and Alteration of the “ White Lotus” Heroines in Movies

and Tv Dramas; Exploration from the Perspective of Feminism
CUI Ying-ling
( Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China; National University of Singapore, Singapore 259770)

Abstract ; After the stigmatization of “White Lotus” , it is widely used to refer to women who depend on men.
Such women appear to be too kind, sacrificing, but often harm others or seem purely kind but hypocritical and
self—righteous. Heroines in Qiong Yao’s drama are representative. “ Anti—White Lotus” works such as “Beau-
ty and war”, “Empresses in the Palace” and so on, display the helplessness behind wicked women and the
reality that they can only rely on wisdom, scheming to survive. Such works show the tragic ending of women
fighting women without winners to sue the cruelty of patriarchal society, revealing strong resisting awareness.
And heroines of Mary Sue style will call back the “white lotus” or “stupid white sweetie”. Although such fe-
male characters still show certain degree of resistance and possess knowledge and initiative , but because of the
more devious “green tea bitch” , their resistance is greatly discounted and the way between women and women
is turned real. In an era of “entertain to death” and wide stigmatization and consumption of women, women
need to reunite and find new ways to liberation.

Key words: white lotus;resistance ;feminism
(R LEie)
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