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On the Legal Status of Women in Gansu Province in Qing

Dynasty Based on the Materials about Failing to Force Women to Remarry

GONG Xian—zhai

( Hubei Engineering University Xiaogan 432100 China)

Abstract: There was a social phenomenon that the women’s relatives forced or advised them to remarry after

their husbands died in ancient China. But the relatives usually failed because of the women's resistance at last.

A lot of materials about this phenomenon were noted down in local history books. Now if we research on these

books of Gansu Province we can find that some women in Qing Dynasty had a very deep notion of never marr—

ying again. These women swore to live in widowhood in the rest of their lives after their husbands” death a—

gainst various types of interference. The research can help us to understand the civil legal status of women in

Gansu Province in Qing Dynasty.

Key words: women in Gansu Province; the Qing Dynasty; the legal status of women; Gansu Tongzhi
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