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Sidelines of Rural Females of Suzhou in Modern China
CHEN Yanjun
( Anhui University of Finance and Economics Bengbu 233041 China;
Soochow University Suzhou 215123 China)

Abstract: With the methods of sociology and history the article carries on a general survey and analysis of fe—
male bearers in Suzhou which is typical as a sideline of rural females in the Suzhou Delta during the period of
Republican China. In the process of social transformation rural females in this area have a wide range of
sidelines. They engaged in various poorly paid sidelines. Although the income is low they are the major pil—
lar of their family livelihood. However their contribution to their family and their family status are out of pro—
portion. Female bearers in Suzhou during the period of Republican China are not only a miracle in Suzhou’ s
custom but also a problem worth concerning in the history of women’ s study in China.
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