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Selective Inattention: The Maintaining Mechanism of
Spouse Affection of Rural Left—behind Women
LI Fang—ying
( China Women’s University Beijing 100101 China)

Abstract: With the development of the urbanization in our country large rural surplus labor force pours into
cities lots of half—dynamic families appear. The separation of couples produces an effect on their relationship.
Facing with the prolonged absence of their husbands how do the left—behind women maintain their affection
and marriage? Through participant observation and in—depth interview this article finds that the selective in—
attention is the main maintaining mechanism for the relationship between husband and wife such as emphasi-
zing economic and ignoring affection emphasizing family and ignoring individual emphasizing future and ig—
noring the present. The family—oriented value traditional gender division of labour and the cause from women
themselves are all the roots of selective inattention. Faced with the new circumstances women change their
mind and behaviors so as to maintain their spouse affection and marriage which shows that the left—behind
women are willing to take the initiative.

Key words: selective inattention; left—behind women; spouse affection; maintaining mechanism
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