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Influencing Factors and Intergenerational Comparison of

Full-time Housewives’ Willingness to Work
ZHANG Peng
(Dalian Jiaotong University , Dalian 116028 , China)

Abstract: Based on the relevant theoretical review, this paper makes a comparative analysis of the work will-
ingness of new generation and older generation full-time housewives. The results show that feminist conscious-
ness plays a vital role in promoting the work willingness of full-time housewives. The work willingness of the
older generation of full-time housewives is significantly influenced by modern consciousness, whilethat of the
new generation is significantly influenced by individual consciousness. The theory of labor market discrimina-
tion can not explain the working willingness of full-time housewives, but the theory of social disengagement
provides a better answer to the loss of working willingness of this group, and time can kill their working will-
ingness. Family—work conflict theory does not explain such work willingness very well, but positive spillover
theory explains that the new generation of full-time Housewives’ family well—being can significantly promote
their work willingness. Finally, the informal system of economic support will have a vital role in eliminating
the work willingness of new generation of full—time housewives, and the formal system of economic support
strengthens the work desire of older generation of full-time housewives.

Key words; full-time housewives ; willingness to work ; feminism ; labor market discrimination ; family-work con-

flict
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