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Gender Inequality: From Private Space to Public Areas
HUANG Gui-xia
(Women’ s Studies Institute of China, Beijing 100730, China)

Abstract ; Private ownership leads to inequality between men and women in their private space, which in turn
gives rise to the division of labor based on gender in public and private spaces, gender segregation in the La-
bor Market, and the worsening of Gender inequality. Industrial production breaks through the physiological
constraints, reduces men’ s hegemonic status, and women participate in all areas of society, get freed from the
shackles of domestic labor and become wage earners in handicrafts factories. From domestic labor to the pub-
lic and social areas, women are no longer exploited for their depending position. However, gender segregation
is difficult to change in the short term due to raising children and fixed gender roles. Moreover, the decreasing
of labor capacity or disruption of labor caused by childbearing makes it difficult for men and women to achieve
equality in the public sphere. Achieving gender equality requires the acknowledgement of reproduction’s so-
cial value and social protection for maternity, equal gender culture, and elimination of gender segregation in
the labor market and gender division of labor in the public and private areas ultimately.

Key words: The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State; gender equality; gender division of la-

bor; the value of reproduction
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