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On Friedrich Engel’ s Female Liberation Theory and Its Present Application :
Interpretation of The Origin of the Family , Private Property and the State

LI Sui-yue
(Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract ; The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State is acknowledged as a Marxist classic about
female liberation. Although it has been created for one hundred and thirty years, its theory still shows inspira-
tional significance. Female Liberation is not only a historical problem, but also a realistic problem. There-
fore, women should change their traditional viewpoint, understand the change of their social status historically
and try to improve actively. They should forsake traditional marriage concept and have a correct view of mar-
riage. They should overcome the logic of capital and contribute to the socialization of housework. Up to now,
the theory of Female Liberation in this book still maintains strong vitality, and provides a powerful theoretical
tool for the new project of contemporary female development. It is of great significance to improve women’ s
social status and achieve the equality between men and women.
Key words: Friedrich Engel; The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State; female liberation ;the
present application
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