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Representation of Nurses” Images in Media:
A Context Analysis of Renmin Ribao Since 1949
MA Dong-ing
( Women’ s Studies Institute Of China Beijing 100730 China)

Abstract: This paper examined nurses” images in media based on reports of Renmin Ribao since 1949. Four
kinds of images were represented in Renmin Ribao such as intellectuals workers servants and women. Nur—
ses were first identified as intellectuals and nursing were scientific activities; nurses were also reported as
workers who pursued career value and success whose labor rights concerned; from a critical perspective
Renmin Ribao also reported cases when nurses were deemed as servants; besides nursing were identified as
women’s work there moral rather than technical traits were emphasized their roles in family rather than in
workplace were highlighted and male nurses were favored than female nurses. The continuity and variability
of these four kinds of images of nurses in different historical periods demonstrated the coexistence of the social
recognition of women’s working identity and gender identity women’s working role and gender roles.

Key words: nurse; images; Renmin Ribao representation
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