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Self — Development of Chinese Women in Modern Times:
Analysis of the Evolution of Family Center
WANG Jian-hui WU Cui—ping
( Anhui Normal University Wuhu 241000 China)

Abstract: Women in ancient China were required to be family centered and play the role of good wife and
great mother around the patriarchal father — son axis. The three selves of a woman were daughter wife and
mother. Women should be family — centered and house — centered by obeying the three patriarchal figures and
the four ethic rules. Since mid —19th century with the introduction of western science and culture the tradi-
tional family norm and gender structure had been changing gradually. Those traditional women walked out of
the house and broke the confinement of family. This pater summarizes the three ways in which women got out
of the family and came to the conclusion that it” s easier for women to walk out of the house than to get free
from the family — centered role easier to break away from men than to be self —reliant and easier to expand
social domain than to balance their public and private responsibilities.

Key words: family center; patriarchal father — son axis; self — development; balance of roles; modern times
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