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Becoming Mothers: The Reverence and

Anxiety during Child Bearing and Rearing Practice of Urban Women
MA Lan

(Jiangsu Academy of Social Sciences, Nanjing 210004, China;

Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract; Women are considered born mothers because of physiological characteristics and social identity.

This commonsense which is taken for granted should be questioned. Nowadays the acquisition of motherhood

has been deeply affected by modern reproductive technology. During the process of becoming mothers, women

keep learning how to be good mothers and at the same time they are confronted by contradictions between dif-

ferent discourse systems. This article takes the women’s physiological course as a master line and it can be di-

vided into three stages to describe, preparation, pregnancy and rearing. It concerns women’s confusion, se-

lection and adjustment during the process of becoming mothers, and it is an attempt to illustrate that the moth-

erhood is acquired through physiological and psychological changes

Key words: mother; preparation; antenatal examination; scientific child-rearing
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