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Madonna Feminism: A Dangerous Brand in American Third — wave Feminism
SU Hong—un
( Towa City 52245 United States of America)

Abstract: From a socio — economic perspective the 1990s was considered one of the best decades in Ameri—
can history. A new brand of feminism which regarded Madonna as their champion caught the American pub-
lic media and academia by surprise. Despite differences the feminists who identified with this brand of femi—
nism shared four major views. Firstly they charged Second — wave Feminism to be victim feminism; second-
ly they re-essentialized gender differences and advocated a return to traditional femininity; thirdly they
grounded the construction of female subjectivity in the female body; fourthly they argued that sexuality was
the best means to empowerment. This article is a survey of the critiques by American Marxist feminist Teresa
Ebert and the others who were critical of the neoliberal capitalist globalization on major issues arguments
rhetorical logics and theoretical frameworks of the two prominent scholars of this brand of feminism Naomi
Wolf and Camille Paglia. This article calls for new reflection on the related issues in China in the 1990s and
beyond.
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