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In Search of the Post—Colonial
Female Identity : On The Autobiography of My Mother
DU Wen—juan
( University of Jinan, Jinan 250022, China;
University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract; The Autobiography of My Mother distinguishes itself from the autobiography family for its special
concern about post—colonial identity. This book both inherits and develops the European autobiography genre
since it is not only concerned about identity but explores along different path and with different strategy. Fami-
ly identification and historical origin are replaced by future—oriented creation of new identity; identification
with the mainstream culture is replaced by resistance; the fate to be productive tool is warned against; the
quest of female status and right is conducted in sexual relationship and marriage, which are all significant
strategies to establish the post—colonial female identity. This book reflects the struggle of women in post—colo-
nial environment, and implies the secrets for all individuals and the entire post—colonial society to pursue their
identity.

Key words : autobiography of orphan; post—colonial female identity; productive medium; gender hierarchy;
negotiation
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