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On Comparison and Contrast in Biographies of Exemplary Women by Liu Xiang
XING Pei—shun
(Binzhou College, Binzhou 256603, China)

Abstract ; Biographies of Exemplary Women was written in view of the rotten lifestyle and violation of royal reg-

ulations by the relatives of the Cheng emperor on his wife’s side. In his book, Liu Xiang depicted images of op-

posite characters as reference for the following rulers. In explaining his theme, Liu Xiang used comparison and

contrast in a large scale, such as comparison and contrast between men and women, between the old and the

young, between the upper and the low classes, between the ugly and the beautiful, and between the court and

the countryside. Through such vivid comparison and contrast, the effect of each story was reinforced forcefully.

Key words: Liu Xiang; Biographies of Exemplary Women ; comparison and contrast; expression of theme
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