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Female Consciousness in Tang Dynasty in Dual Perspectives:
An Analysis Based on Female Drinking
MA Guoyun
( Jiangsu Open University Wuxi 214011 China)

Abstract: Alcohol plays an important role in the social life of ancient China women also had a place in the
history of ancient drinking. Compared with former periods women’ s drinking records in Tang dynasty in—
creased significantly. Beneath the appearance of female drinking there actually lies the dualistic concept to—
wards women in Tang Dynasty. On the one hand female drinking embodies the enhancement of women’ s in—
dividual consciousness and they pay more attention to personal emotional experience and deep feelings; on
the other hand these women can’t fundamentally change the status of women’ s humble identity and they
are still the appendages of men. Nevertheless the drinking behavior reflects the beauty of women in Tang Dy-
nasty which is also a microcosm of the splendid civilization of the Tang Dynasty.

Key words: female consciousness; female drinking; Tang Dynasty; male superiority to female
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