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Reconsideration of Issues Related to Equality between
Men and Women as Basic National Policy
DING Juan
(Women’ s Studies Institute of China, Beijing 100730, China)

Abstract: What is the basic national policy? Which is superior, law or policy? Is equality between men and
women the basic national policy? Is law or policy the basis to promote such equality? What is the gap between
the establishment of a complete legal system and the rule of law? Since 1995, when Chinese national leaders
explicitly put forward the concept of the basic national policy on equality between men and women at the
Fourth World Conference on Women, such questions and confusion have been heard frequently. It is impera-
tive to think anew about laws and policies and the related paths to promote gender equality. Thus, we can fur-
ther clarify confusion and effectively give women their full play in the process of governing the country accord-
ing to law and the constitution and of making efforts to build a socialist China with Chinese characteristics. Fi-
nally, equality between men and women gets fundamentally promoted.

Key words: gender equality ; legislation; national policy; strategy implementation
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