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The Modernity/Sex of Rural China in Transition; On the Novel Life
MA Chun-hua, SHI Xiu-dong
( Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract:Lu Yao’ s novel Life focuses on the individualistic struggle of the protagonist Gao Jialin, revealing a

series of new changes in rural China during early 1980’ s. This paper attempts to take Gao Jialin’ s experience

of leaving and returning back to the countryside as well as his choice between Qiaozhen and Yaping as a clue,

to discuss the hope and dilemma of rural China in turning stage, which is reflected by the male intellectuals

leaving in the dual area between the urban and the rural. This study is significant for exploring the direction of

rural China’s development ant its modernity in turning stage.

Key words:Lu Yao; turning stage; rural China; urban modernity; rural modernity; gender
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