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Gender and Family History Writing: A Study of Wang Anyi’ s
Documentary and Fiction and The Sad Pacific
MA Chunhua YU Anqi
( Ocean University of China Qingdao 266100 China)

Abstract: Since the 1990s family history writing has been one of the most noticeable literary trends. Many
women writers participated in describing women’ s marginal history and marginalized ethnic groups which
provides a different gender perspective for history writing. This paper focuses on Wang Anyi’ s novels Docu—
mentary and Fiction and The Sad Pacific exploring the unique significance of her writing in seeking the ma—
ternal family and the paternal family history. Through her writing while filling out the blank in women’ s his—
tory writing Wang Anyi disintegrates the grand and unified paternal mainstream historical narrative making
women and marginalized ethnic groups important cultural resources of history writing.

Key words: Wang Anyi; maternal history; marginalize paternal history; gender
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