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The Discursive Construction of Females with PhD in Media Reports:

On the News Report about a Women with PhD Being Defrauded 850,000
ZHU Lei, XING Zhi—jie
(Tianjin University of Commerce, Tianjin 300134, China)

Abstract: The identity of females with PhD has got a lot of attention. In the cognition of society, although
they have high academic qualifications, they are often labeled with certain prejudice, such as “the third type
of person” and “nun the killer”. With the development of modern society, people gradually change their atti-
tudes towards females with PhD as the third gender, but it is undeniable that there is still some prejudice a-
mong the society. This thesis takes the case of Rao Yuan from Guangzhou Medical University who was de-
frauded as an example, using Martin’s appraisal theory and Fairclough’s discourse analyzing framework to ex-
plore the title and content of news reports and netizen comments, and finally drew some conclusions. Media
discourse can not only reflect the public’s stereotype of those learned females, but more importantly, it can al-
so shape a positive or negative role in the construction of their images by means of the widely disseminated
media discourse. This is exactly the dialectical relationship between discourse and social reality.

Key words: females with PhD; identity construction; media reports; critical discourse analysis
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